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Re:  Broadcast Localism Proceeding
‘ MB Docket Ne. 04-233

Station, WFXG-TV has been operating in its commu,mty for more than 15 years In that

“time, the: Station has devoted countless resources to serving_ its local commuinity. -'The Statlon

part101pates in its community, and understands the needs of its' community, not because. of -
government. mandates but because the Station cares about its community .and serving the public’
interest. I write today to object to the burdensome and unnecessary proposals contamed in the
Commission’s: Broadcast Localism proceedmg Each of the proposals in the proceedmg are".

addressed separately. below...

T

Commumcatlggs Between Llcensees and The1r Commumtles

‘ More than 25 years ago, the FCC abandoned its mrsgulded “ascertamment requlrements
when it correctly concluded that market forces, rather than government mandates, may be relied
upon to ensute that broadcasters air programming that is responsive to the needs gnd interests of .
their communities. Nothing: bas changed in those 25 years that should make thq FCC reach a
different conclusion now. If anything, broadcasters today face far more competltlon, fqom satellitg
radio and TV, cable, the. Internet, and iPods, to such an extent that market forces Vma;%‘ee:&sure

that broadcasters air tésponsive programmmg, We know: full well hiow important it-is to adi the
needs. and interests of the peoplé in éur comiiunities. If we don’t address those needs and mterests,,.;

we know that market forces will drive listeners .and viewers elsewhere. Governnient mandates will®
_not, change. that equatlon, except to make it far more dlfﬁcult and expenswe to be a good

) broadcaster

_ Accordmgly, th1s Statlon opposes any remstatement of the formal ascertamment process or -
the mandatory creation of advisory boards.. The quarterly 1ssues/prograrns list requirement, coupled
with Commissjon review as necessary and public input at renewal time, has worked adequately over o

. the past.25 years. The :potential benefits, if any, of these unfunded mandatory proposals are.

severely outwelghed by the costs inivolved. Instead, broadcasters should be given the ﬂex1b1]1tyP in"
therr 1mportant zole as stewards of the broadcast airwaves, to commumcate w1th the1r commumtles ,

ina manner that best-suits:the’ statlon and the eommumty , o .
| o ' ' o L . No. of"copias ree‘d_Q;;__.
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Remote Station Operation

For many years, broadcasters have been afforded the flexibility to operate without station
personnel present at or near transmission facilities. This has been particularly important in
emergency situations, where broadcaster resources may need to be devoted elsewhere. This Station
opposes any efforts to remove the flexibility that the Commission has wisely provided to
broadcasters. Many broadcasters simply cannot afford to staff their facility during all hours of
operation and may be forced to shut down, which would be an extreme disservice to the public.

Main Studio Rule

Similarly, this Station opposes any restrictions to the main studio rule. For many years,
stations have been given the choice as to where to locate their main studio in the communities they
serve. Due to variations in topography, and in order to address the needs of the various
communities they serve, broadcasters have been able to rely on the flexible approach the FCC has
adopted. No changes to this flexible approach are necessary or warranted.

Voice-Tracking and National Playlists

This Station opposes any Commission regulation that would restrict the practice of voice-
tracking. Voice-tracking can be a useful tool for smaller broadcasters to bring popular non-local
talent to the local airwaves, as a benefit to their communities. Any restriction on this ability would
be a disservice to the public, and any disclosure requirements potentially would infringe the First
Amendment rights of broadcasters.  Similarly, station playlists are a matter of licensees’
discretion, and are tailored to serve the tastes of the communities they serve. The Commission is
prohibited by statute from regulating the content of broadcast material, and should not encroach on
the editorial freedoms broadcasters enjoy under the First Amendment.

radip
Barry Barth
Vice President and General Manager

WEFXG-TV
Augusta, Georgia




s T v

- e8P0y, R
. M :-g ’ -

AN
s P]TNEY BOWES

$ 000.41° -

R 0003831137 MAR 07 2038

-+ - -PO. Box 204540
~ Augusta, GA 30917

Kevin J. Martin, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445.12% Street, SW . |
Wasliington, DC 20554

o :—da:“:":-;':}’.;gi:%:{:u:- . ’ iuir”iuui,:;g!i‘a]uini!i:x;iil»ljiii;iiifa|iu” ‘






